
LOCAL WOMEN LEADERS
CREATING A MORE VIBRANT COMMUNITY

Through arts, education, culture, commerce, science, public policy
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Leaning on teachers, neighbors, friends’ 
parents, and counselors from my school, 
I was able to manifest a fulfilling life out-
side the confines of my broken home life. ”

Photo by Philip M. Geiger



MCW: Monterey County Women | Winter 2016     19

ELLEN GANNON
A Rea l tor Focused on Our Communi ty

• Treasurer, Sustainable Monterey County
• Board Member, Sustainable Carmel
• Volunteer,Monterey Peninsula Volunteer Services

831 . 333 .6244
el len .gannon@sothebyshomes .com

CALBRE # 01838240, SRES, GREEN

anet Roberts stands at the easel, in front of a wall or over 
the canvas on the floor in her stable-turned-studio, with 
her palette knife, spatula, broom or gloved hand, and gives 
texture and color to her feelings. The artist-writer-eques-
trienne-mother-grandmother-wise woman-warrior is, first 
and foremost, an encourager.

“I see it as my sole human obligation to give a hand up, to applaud 
a person’s small accomplishments,” says Roberts, “and to constantly 
and always see the good in what others achieve, attempt and 
manifest.”

Roberts firmly believes that mentoring, sprinkled with love and 
encouragement, can be a real game changer in a person’s life. She 
is her truest example.  

Born to a blue-collar, mid-western family, with three brothers, no 
sisters, and two parents ill-equipped to properly guide her, Roberts 
felt on her own. 

“My mother suffered excruciating manic depression and, since it 
was the ‘60s, my father suffered incurable denial. And so it went,” 
she says, “after my mom’s early death, I was adrift, with no tools of 
my own to sail my course. 

“Leaning on teachers, neighbors, friends’ parents, and counselors 
from my school, I was able to manifest a fulfilling life outside the 
confines of my broken home life. These key adult figures were the 
carpenters of my intention, who saw real potential and possibility
in me.”

Janet Roberts creates a profitable and phila thropic 
model to make a difference through art

Janet Roberts
Alter Egos
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Creating Art for Good
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“Leaning on teachers, neighbors, friends’ 
parents, and counselors from my school, I 
was able to manifest a fulfilling life outside 
the confin s of my broken home life”

Women of Philanthropy
A  T R I B U T E  T O  M O N T E R E Y  C O U N T Y  W O M E N
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Monika Campbell
at 831.917.8208

Consistent Top Producer on the
Monterey Peninsula

mcampbell@apr.com | MonikaCampbell.com | BRE #01370848

If you are looking
for a trusted,
experienced and
dedicated real
estate source that

goes the
“extra mile” in
making your real
estate dreams a
reality, please call:

MONTEREYPENINSULACHAMBER OFCOMMERCE

11360 Commercial Parkway, Castroville, CA
info@CardinaleMoving.com

Don’t make a move without us!
(831) 632-4100

CardinaleMoving.com

BUSINESS OF THE YEARAwARdRECIPIENT

Local, Long-Distance and
International Moving
Full Service and Do-lt-Yourself Options
Trained and Uniformed Personnel
Agents for United Van Lines
Owned and Operated by the
Cardinale Family since 1972
Call for a free estimate Roseann Cardinale Orlebeck

As Roberts grew, in her art and her life, she realized the small amount 
of art mentoring she had begun to do for younger kids was not 
enough. She set her sights on developing the tools, the support and 
the reach to truly assist at-risk kids and other young people who were 
adrift. 

She painted, she exhibited, she sold, and she taught art to young-
sters. Yet, by the late ‘90s, when the alchemy of art, the Internet and 
the economy created an increasing conflict between creativity and 
commerce, Roberts developed her own model that suited her truest 
intentions in art.

“I hosted a pop-up art show to share the proceeds with a nonprofit 
organization, and sold out the show. I did it again and again,” she says, 
“and then took it out of state. This profitable and philanthropic model 
continues, to this day, to be a real success for others and for me, per-
sonally, emotionally and financially.”

Today, Roberts paints what she is inspired to paint with philanthropy 
as her inner influence. She holds workshops with children, and cre-
ates collaborative paintings, which are exhibited and sold in public 
venues throughout the country. 

“I work with several nonprofits closely aligned with my desire to assist 
kids who need mentors and big buddies,” Roberts says. “To date, I 
have helped earn more than $1.8 million dollars for these charities, all 
with my hands, some paint and a quite a boundless determination.”

Janet Roberts is a four-time cancer survivor, who believes if one is 
going to attract the life she wants to live, she must make way for that 
life to unfold. So, she learned to eat well, exercise regularly and work 
with eco-friendly art materials. She also moved with her horses and 
her family to an 1,800-acre ranch in Salinas.   

“When I was young and felt unsafe in the world,” she says, “it was 
always the horses down the road who understood my emptiness. 
So, it only makes sense that I am involved with local nonprofit, Hope, 
Horses and Kids, which brings horses and mentoring together to as-
sist special-needs, at-risk and autistic children, with the kindness and 
the willingness of the horse.”

For Roberts, the only art-life strategy which made enlightened sense 
was to create and share her work in a mindful way. “Creating art 
that inspires others and makes a difference in their lives; I call that 
a win-win.”

Her lifetime of volunteerism 
in Monterey County has 
encompassed social welfare.


